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City of El Paso Returns to Enforcing 
Previous Emergency Directive 

EL PASO, Texas—The 8th Court of Appeals issued a ruling on Nov. 12th granting the State of Texas’ 
request for temporary relief; requiring the County and City to revert to Governor Greg Abbott’s 
Executive Order GA-32 and the City’s Sixth Local Emergency Directive which were issued prior to the 
County’s Order No. 13.  
“This means that the City of El Paso will need to restore enforcement of the Local Emergency Directive 
issued on October 15, 2020 and GA-32,” said City Attorney Karla Nieman.  
Mayor Dee Margo said, “Today’s ruling from the 8th Court of Appeals restores our previous directive; 
and as I have stated, the City must follow the law. We must balance the lives and the livelihoods of our 
community, and this requires all of us to change our social behavior.” 
The Sixth Local Emergency Directive includes the following restrictions: 

• Activities Subject to Restrictions 
o Gatherings 

 Any outdoor gathering in excess of 10 people is prohibited. 
o Elderly Care Facilities 

 Except for in extreme cases, (i.e., end of life, compassionate care or other 
emergent situations), people may not visit nursing homes, state supported living 
centers, assisted living facilities, or long-term care facilities. 

o Parades 
 Organizations planning on having parades must limit the number of participants 

to 10 individuals or less. 
o Sports 

 With the exception of professional sports, all indoor sports are postponed, and 
outdoor sports must not allow spectator attendance. 

o Every business establishment shall operate at no more than 50 percent of the total 
listed occupancy of the establishment (For more specific details see Local Health 
Authority Orders) 
 Essential/CISA organizations are not impacted by this Directive. 

o All restaurant dine-in services, to include outdoor service, such as on a patio or 
similar seating area, shall end at 9 p.m., but may continue after 9 p.m. via take out 
and drive thru only. Restaurants may resume dine-in services, to include outdoor 
service, beginning at 6 a.m.  

o People shall not visit bars or similar establishments. 
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• Minimize In-Person Contact 
o All individuals are strongly encouraged to limit leaving their homes for essential 

purposes only. 
 Individuals shall have no home gatherings with individuals not within their 

household.   
 Individuals who serve as a caretaker to individuals living in a different home 

setting, may continue to visit those individuals to provide necessary care. 
 If members of the household have been out of the residence in the previous 14 

days, the remaining members of the household should maintain appropriate 
social distancing from the family members that left the residence.  

 People over the age of 65, are strongly encouraged to stay at home as much as 
possible; to maintain appropriate distance from any member of the household 
who has been out of the residence in the previous 14 days; and if leaving home, 
to implement safety protocols. 

o Gathering at City Parks 
 As previously announced, with the exception of walking, hiking, and bike trails, 

City parks remain closed. City playgrounds and walking trails within and around a 
City park remain open.  

o Face Covering Requirement 
 Because an infected person can transmit the COVID-19 virus to others before 

showing any symptoms, the covering of a person’s nose and mouth is necessary 
to help slow the spread of the virus. It is imperative that every person in El Paso 
wear some form of face covering over their nose and mouth (some exceptions 
apply – see 6th Local Emergency Directive). Wearing a face covering is not a 
substitute for maintaining 6-feet social distancing and hand washing. Following a 
verbal or written warning for a first-time violator of this face covering requirement, 
a person’s second violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250. 
Each subsequent violation shall be punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 per 
violation. 

• Laboratory Confirmed COVID-19 Test Results 
o An individual that receives a positive COVID-19 test result but has not yet been 

contacted by the City’s Department of Public Health within 24 hours of receiving the 
laboratory results, must isolate; and those from within their household must quarantine, 
and report to (915) 212-6520 within 24 hours of receiving the positive test result. 

For more information, visit www.epstrong.org. 
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